WORD ON THE STREET
“The last couple of vears haven’s
been particularly good to
Republicans. ”
Montgomery County Republican
Committee Chairman Ken Davis
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At least two other Republicans also may
R L Vet run against the Democratic incumbent
| 1_;:@ <@5~ congresswoman from the 13th District.

Lee Falgoust, 46, a manage-
ment  consultany who chairs
Upper Moreland's Republican
committee, said Thursday thar
he hasn't made a
decision yer. “Ay
this point Pm sim-
ply  considering
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a decision in the next week or 50,
but declined further comment.
Frank Szabo, 45, of Upper
Dublin, is also seeking the nomi-
nation. A former Hmaousine com-
pany owner who is now a stay-at-
-See ELECTION, Fuze 8 2

endorsement and
we'll see how that goes,™ said Fal-
Republicans goust. He's circulating nominar-
ing petitions and expects o make
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-:,|I home dad, Szabo said he was a
of “firm belicver in the madition-
Iy af Republican platform,” with
i o political prmma,:,

£, Whocver wins the noming-

th tion will fice an uphill battle

Hi unseating Schwartz, who easi-
E 13,' won re-election in 2006
h: with 66 percent of the vote
i Her opponent wus former
‘Apprentice” contestant Raj
Iy Bhakta, who was fired by
oo Donald. Trump on TV and
& wlso failed o convince voters
i o hire him.
i ~Still, the district that
m stretches  from  northeast
h Philadelphis 1o Pennsburg has
“been @ wough sell for the GOPR
i * ' *The last couple of vears
“ Haven't been particularly good
o ‘to Republicans,” said Mont-
i gomery County Republican
i Commirtee Chairman Ken
_: - Davis. But, he said, “we know
N , what the challenges are.™
N Republicans hope that Kats,
.4 Ukrainian immigrant who's
" lived in the area for 16 years,
- Wil siphon off Russian Ameri-
& &in votes, especially from the
in overwhelmingly Democratic
i piece of the district in
- Philadeiphia. A wealthy law
firm president, Kais said she
i planned to pay for part of her
i own campaign, and expected
s overall costs 1o 1op $2 million.
i = ‘Schwartz had more than
ﬁ =51.3 cash pn hand g5 of last
: =September,  according - 10
if -ﬁnﬂ.nu: TEPOTTS.
t—- ==On paper, Kais and
¢ -Schwartz might match up well
3 - =~ both are female, Jewish and

glpp-c:rrt abortion rights. “I am
3 to-choice but I am hoping
SJHE they will choose [ife,”

- Kars said.
5 = =‘But Danidl McElhatton, a
81” - 3pokesman for Schwartz, said
e voters should look at both can-
3 - didates” views on the war
i - 3chwartz, who was on a trip to
¢ « Irhq Thursday, thinks the war

**‘5 mismanaged and the

toops. should be brought

home, he said. After a wip |

there last March, Schwartz
said it was time for Irag “to
take responsibility militarily
and move more pggressively
politically."

Kars said “it is 2 mistake 1o
set an official date for our
withdrawal™ That would be
telling our enemies whenthey
could expect to take ovety she
said, and a partially reduced
force could leave remaining
soldiers vulnerable. By impru-
dently moving to reduce troop
levels, “I think we are creating
our own Vietnam,” Kits said.

Kats, who dcscrihr:d herself

ns being the “first Russinn-

American candidate for any |

nnumu! district in the couns
try,” said that the economy,
immigration and the war in
Iragq would be her top issues.
Kats also said thar Sen; Arlen
Specter would campaign with
her, and added that her poliri-
cal views were in sync with
his.

McElhamon smd Schwart’
top priorities would include

making sure all Americans |

have aceess 1o health care, and
the intertwined issues of ener-
gy and environment.

As a business owner — she’s
president of the Feasterville
law firm Kats, Jamison, van
der Veen & Associares — Kats

said lawmakers needed "o |

make sure that we have work
visas rather than granting
amnesty for the people who
get here illegally.”

Kats also said Schwartz’
past vears of support dide't

mean sutomatic re-clection.

“The Congress’ approval level
is the lowest cver,” she said,
blaming Democratic obstruc
tionism. “It’s good 1o have &
system of checks and bal-
ances, but they have o be
checks and balances and not s
roadblock.”
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at (215) 8575166 or




